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12/6 — Fred & Sally Breuninger 69 yrs.
12/13 — Dan & Lisa Barnes 1 yr.

12/29 — Chris and Sara Kuhn 10 yrs.

12/31 — Dave & Laraine Popplewell 24 yrs.

12/31 — Chris & Kristen Solt 14 yrs.



Pastor’s Page

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. -
John 1:5

When the author of the Gospel of John starts his version of the story of Jesus Christ,
he starts with two images:

e The Word of God taking on flesh and becoming human; and
e Christ as the light that no darkness can overcome.

It's an unusual starting point. Matthew and Luke start with the story of a baby. Mark
starts with John the Baptist’s call to repentance. But John starts with imagery of
wonder and surprise.

Truly, it was a surprise that God came to be among humans at all. And it was even
more of a surprise that God in Christ came into the world for ALL people. Time and
time again the gospel writers tell of how Christ shocked humanity by welcoming those
that were considered by society to be questionable or so far from grace as to be
unredeemable.

The list of people that Jesus welcomed included: people from foreign lands and
cultures, people who had been cast out of communities for physical illness such as
leprosy, people who struggled with mental health, people who the culture labelled
“sinful” — tax collectors, prostitutes, adulterers, people of all ages, those who knew
hope, those who knew only fear, and many more.

The most marginalized people in the world were welcomed by our Lord. Christ
brought the light of God’s love, mercy, forgiveness, and compassion into the darkness
of people’s lives. Christ tells us, “"Go and do likewise.” We are called to go out to and
bring Christ’s light and love to those who need it most. We are called to walk with
those who are afraid and hopeless, whatever their reason, and be a caring companion.

We hear these words from John in the Christmas season — literally the darkest time of
the year. May we hear them again in this dark winter with new ears. May we be the
light for ALL of God’s children.

Pastor Susoanv Lynchv



Advent Creation Stations
On Nov. 27th, Dec. 4th, and Dec. 18th, there will be a "creative" option for
children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service. After the Children's Sermon
on these Sundays, kids will be invited to the back of the Sanctuary to work
with Mrs. Bertoni on creative projects related to worship theme and texts for
the day. We hope your kids will join in the with others in this new
venture! (There is no Creation Station on Dec. 11t because that is the day
the children present the Christmas pageant.)

Christmas Concert you are invited to attend "An Evening of Christmas

Music" at 7 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 4, 2016 at St. John's Lutheran Church in ¥ "
Sumneytown, PA. Featured guest artists included Soprano Susan Lynch, o X%
Violinist Jennifer Ollikainen, and the Suite Brass Ensemble. A free will offering

will be taken for St. John's "Adopt a Family" Christmas program. St. A " O

John's Lutheran is located at 3104 Main Street, Sumneytown, PA 19084. (If A ok
Sumneytown does not come up in your GPS, try the town of Green Lane.)

Christmas Meals
Good Shepherd is again offering complete Christmas dinners to member families and families known
to our members. If you would like to cook your holiday meal at home we will provide a turkey, side
dishes {potato, vegetables, stuffing, rolls, margarine} and pie. It will be available for pick-up at
church on Sunday 12/18 between the services and after the 10:30 service. Each family will have 2
bags with their initials on them, one perishable items and the other non-perishable.

If your family needs a meal please call Karen White at 610-383-6354 or the church office, 610 384-
2035, and let us know your name and the number of people in your family.

Annual Bridge of Hope Christmas Dinner bridee .

Good Shepherd will once again be hosting the Christmas Dinner for Sof

Bridge of Hope on Monday, December 5th. As in the past, we Ope ‘
are looking for volunteers to help with this event. Volunteers are

needed to supply food/turkeys and to help serve the meal. We are  susrortive fiendships for lasting impact

in need of volunteers to cook the turkeys this year. The turkeys
may be cooked at the church. There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex — please consider helping with
this event. Contact Sue Durborow (484.645.2180) or Sandy Haines (610.724.6417) with any

questions.

Spoken Communion

Tuesday, December 13 at 11:00 a.m.

Do you work on Sunday or sometimes have trouble getting here?
On the 3™ Tuesday of the month we offer a worship service followed by lunch and

fellowship.
(For December, this is the 2"° Tuesday of the month)


tel:610-383-6354

Saturday, December 17, 2016

Pancake Breakfast 8:00 — 10:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m. Church Work Day

This event is open to the public. Tell your friends and neighbors. Join us for
pancakes, french toast, bacon, sausage, omelets made to order, hash
browns, fruit, coffee. This is also a Church Work Day, so fill your belly and
then work it off.

31 Annual Breakfast with Santa!
Saturday, December 17
Children and their families are invited to see Santa and
enjoy breakfast, activities, and more from
9:00 AM — 10:30 AM.

x Visits & photos with Santa

x Activities, crafts, and favors

x Breakfast, featuring scrambled eggs, pancakes, French toast,
bacon, sausage, home fries, chipped beef, toast, and
beverages. FREE for children age 12 and under, $8 for adults.

Come out and enjoy the fun!!!!

Y Communion Bread Bakers

Presently we have seven people who bake the weekly communion bread. It
would be good if there were more bakers. A non-yeast recipe is available. Please
consider this opportunity to serve. Please contact Jo McAdoo at 610.942.0153 or
email to mljomcadoo@gmail.com Thank you.

Funeral Luncheon Volunteer Group
Helpers are needed! For funeral luncheons, we provide side dishes, such as salads and deviled
eggs. Desserts and beverages are also provided. We need people in the kitchen the day of the
luncheon. Please consider volunteering to provide food on an occasional basis or time and help in
the kitchen. If you would like more information or join the group, please contact Jo McAdoo at
610.942.0153 or mljomcadoo@gmail.com Thank you.


mailto:mljomcadoo@gmail.com

Columbarium

For the members of the church that received a notice a notice from the Columbarium Committee
because you purchased a niche, please return the enclosure found in the letter you received or see
Muriel Rose. The committee is anxious to purchase the plaques for your niche. If you would like
more information about niches in our Columbarium, there are brochures in the Narthex. Feel free to
share this information with family and friends. Use of the Columbarium is not limited to members of
the church.

Update: Another Great Good Works November Work Day!
On Saturday, November 12, six members of Good Shepherd served our

community and had a great day of fellowship at Good Works’ Coatesville jﬂm&
area work day. Our volunteers began new gutter installation, repaired .
aging ductwork, prepped a living room floor for laminate installation, and MR}EL}
re-supported a wall and window frame for a family in need in West Brandywine Township. A special
highlight was expressing Veterans Day gratitude to our homeowner, who served our country as a
Marine in Vietnam. A great day was had by all! Our next Good Works Coatesville work day will be

scheduled for March 2017. Watch for signup information in the new year — adults and Senior High
youth will be needed.

Mission Quilting Project, Lutheran World Relief

As part of The Thrivent Action Project, Our Good Shepherd Mission Quilting group
created and donated 24 quilts blessed by Pastor Susan Lynch on September 25,
2016. This amazing feat was accomplished with financial assistance from Thrivent = 2=
and contributions from our members, including many volunteer hours. We are a B¢ &
dedicated group and invite you to join us in this exciting ministry. Our group »
meets at Good Shepherd every second and fourth Thursday from 1-3 p.m. S
Financial contributions are also greatly appreciated. (Please mark “Mission © ' A
Quilting™). Thanks for your support and prayers. For more information, please
contact Muriel Rose or Jean Broderick.
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Oh, the weather outside is frightful..........

8 Inclement Weather!
¥ ,%‘ 4 With the winter months approaching, it won't be long before there is snow
'ﬁ* “"  and ice in our forecast! In order to ensure everyone’s safety, there may be

e 3‘5 times that it will be necessary to cancel Sunday worship services and Sunday
ald % As School. Church closure information will be available by calling the church
% “*  office, 610 384-2035. We will also make every effort to have this information
" posted on our website and Facebook page.
Please do not attempt to attend worship if you feel it is unsafe to drive!!



Christmas Worship Schedule

Christmas will be here before you know it, so please take time to build worship into
your Christmas plans! The schedule listed below was considered and approved by the
Worship & Music Committee and Congregation Council.

CHRISTMAS EVE, SATURDAY, December 24, 2016:

3:00 p.m.:

6:30 p.m.:

10:30 p.m.:

This one hour celebration with Holy Communion will include spoken
liturgy, traditional carols, candle lighting, plus child friendly moments
such as the children’s sermon.

This family friendly worship service will include spoken liturgy created
in language that can be easily understood by the children of our
community, yet which conveys the deep wonder of the birth of
Christ. The much of the liturgy and prayers will be led by our
children and youth. The service will include a children’s sermon, Holy
Communion and a candle lighting ritual.

This worship service is shaped by a more formal, traditional festival
liturgy, with music from the brass ensemble, the adult choir and the
bell choir. The service will include Holy Communion and end with
candle lighting.

CHRISTMAS DAY, SUNDAY, December 25, 2016:

10:30 a.m.:

Join us for this service of lessons and carols with Holy Communion.

\ There will be ONE service at 10:30 a.m. on ,

Sunday, January 1, 2017
No Sunday School!

Happy New Year!!
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THRIVENT

FINANCIAL®
Connecting faith & finances for good.®

Thrivent Choice dollars and
Thrivent Action Teams

Use it or lose it!!! If you are a member and
have annuities with a value of $20,000 or an
insurance product with a premium of $800
dollars or more annually, you have Thrivent
Choice dollars that you can direct to Good
Shepherd or a charity. Call 1-800 847-4836 and
ask for Thrivent Choice at the prompt. Good
Shepherd has received well over $25,000 since
the program was initiated. Many of you in years
past, received a reminder call from Jon Roth,
some from Muriel Rose. Jon recently retired
from Thrivent Financial and no longer has
access to the list of members who have not
directed their Thrivent Choice dollars.

All Thrivent Financial members can apply for up
to two Action Team Grants of $250 each year.
Those who only own mutual funds are eligible
for up to three grants in their lifetime. If you
have a passion to help others, apply!!

Sharing Thanksgiving
and
Breakfast with Santa

Two of our members applied for Thrivent Action
team grants for this year’s “Sharing
Thanksgiving” project, and one applied for a
grant for “Breakfast with Santa”. Good
Shepherd used the $500 for Sharing
Thanksgiving to purchase turkeys, pies and
fixings to provide meals for the homeless at the
Atkinson men'’s shelter in Coatesville and for
veterans in temporary housing at the Coatesville
VA center. Approximately 130 meals were
prepared this year.

The Breakfast with Santa grant will be used to
support the project in a variety of ways. Thanks
again to Thrivent Financial for their help!!

A bit thanks to all the volunteers and those of
you that contributed your time or treasure to
these projects.

Lutheran Theological Seminary of Philadelphia
Many of the extra items donated by our parishioners for Sharing Thanksgiving will be delivered to the
food cupboard at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. Each week, about 25 meals are

needed for seminarians without the resources to meet their needs.

Perhaps we can make this a

permanent outreach for our church. Gift cards that can be used for fresh produce will be especially
appreciated. Please deposit these into the offering plate. Thank you!!

Notes from the Congregation:

We wouldlike to thank EVERYONE for their prayers, well wishes and support following
our accident in August. Your prayers WORKED! We are all doing very welll We thank
you for taking time out of your busy schedules to think and prayds! We are forever
grateful' Love, Josh, Melanie and Haylee Black




Poinsettias will be used to adorn the altar on Christmas Eve.
The deadline to order is SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2016.
The cost is $8.00 per plant. Flowers may be taken home after the last service on
Christmas Eve.

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM (Please print)
DEADLINE IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2016

Given by

5 In memory of

5 In honor of

Please enclose $8 for each plant and bring your form and money and put in
the designated box in the narthex or mail to the church.

Looking Ahead:

The submission deadline for the January, 2017 newsletter is
Monday, December 19!
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8am Worship
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3

Churo©ff i ce HioTuH,s : i aMnm
Phone: -
Fax:- -
www. | ut hgoodshep. org

S 7
12:30pm Sr. Crcle Card Club
6:30pm Bridge of Hope 1pm Prayer Shawl 7pm Scouts
Christmas Dinner
6:30pm TOPS
7:45pm Handbell Rehearsal
12 13 14
12:30pm Sr. Crcle Card Club 11am Spoken Communion 10:30am Circle Knitters
6:30pm TOPS 7pm Council Meeting 7pm Scouts
7pm Confirmation
7:45pm Handbell Rehearsal
19 20 21
12:30pm Sr. Crcle Card Club 9:30am Sr. Circle Bingo 7pm Scouts
6:30pm TOPS 1pm Prayer Shawl
7:45pm Handbell Rehearsal

€26 27 28

10:30am Circle Knitters
7pm Scouts

Church Of

10am Sr. Circle Line Dancing
6pm Adult Choir
6:45pm Stephen Ministry

8

10am Sr. Circle Line Dancing
1pm Mission Quilting

6pm Adult Choir

6:30pm Comm. Liberian Bible
Share

7:15pm Property Comm.

15

9:30am Mom’s Club
10am Sr. Circle Line Dancing
6pm Adult Choir

22

10am Sr. Circle Line Dancing
1pm Mission Quilting

6pm Adult Choir

6:30pm Comm. Liberian Bible
Share

29

10am Sr. Circle Line Dancing
6pm Adult Choir

12:30pm Sr. Crcle Card Club

9
12:30pm Sr. Crcle Card Club

16

12:30pm Sr. Crcle Card Club
6pm Boy Scout Sleepover

23
12:30pm Sr. Crcle Card Club

30
12:30pm Sr. Crcle Card Club
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3:00pm Worship
6:30pm Worship
10:30pm Worship




