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Welcome  to each and all gathered together for worship. 

We extend a heart-felt welcome to our guests and visitors.      
We trust that our worship will be a blessing for those long and 
short in faith and for those who are seeking spiritual encounter 

with Christ.    

We ask that guests please sign our guestbook. 

 

Communion: We believe that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is 
the Savior of the world; that He died on the cross for the       

forgiveness of all humanity; that according to His promise, He is 
truly and really present in the sacramental meal.  We believe 
that partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ occasions the 

confession of our sin and the desire to amend our lives.    

If you are Baptized and share our faith,                             
please feel free to share our altar. 

Our Mission—To Know, to Live and to Share God’s Word 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Elements taken from: 

Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20453. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 
Church Office – 610-384-2035 (extensions below) 

Ext. 202  Susan P. Lynch, Pastor  - slynch@luthgoodshep.org  

Ext. 201 Sandy Haines,  Office Administrator - adminsupport@luthgoodshep.org  

Ext. 203 Doreen Jacoby, Records Administrator - djacoby@luthgoodshep.org 

Ext. 205 Al Spotts, Organist - aspotts@luthgoodshep.org 

Martha Chan, Choir & Handbell Director—mchan@luthgoodshep.org 

Erin Kauppila, Youth Music Director 

Daniel Gballah, Church Sexton—ddgballah@luthgoodshep.org 

Cyrus Crusoe, Church Sexton - ccrusoe@luthgoodshep.org 

Activate the QR Reader for  

convenient payment of all gift giving 

mailto:kduke@LuthGoodShep.org
mailto:djacoby@LuthGoodShep.org
mailto:aspotts@LuthGoodShep.org
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Prelude    

 

Welcome Please fill out the friendship pad in your pew, (please be sure to date the top of the 

page.) 
 

The angel said to [the shepherds], “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 

great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ, the 

Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).  

As we gather we hear again the good news the angels proclaimed: God has come for all people 

through the birth of the one named Jesus. Through Bethlehem’s manger God comes into the 

chaos, messiness, and vulnerability of the world. In all things and at all times, we rejoice that God 

comes to save us and reigns in love. We come to adore Jesus who is Savior, Christ, and Lord. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

Amid the troubles and fears of this world, let us confess our sin and welcome God’s forgiveness, 

grace, and love. 

Silence is kept for reflection 

Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 

Forgive our lack of faith and trust. 

Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable. 

Forgive our neglect of the poor. 

The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem. 

Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 

With great joy the angels proclaimed, “Do not fear. For I bring you good news of great joy. Today 

is born a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 

In ☩ Jesus, who is Savior, Christ, and Lord, our sins are forgiven. May you know the peace which 

the angels sang from the heavens. Indeed, God’s forgiveness is good news of great joy! 

Amen. 

 

 

Please stand 

Gathering Hymn:   ELW #275, Angels From The Realms of Glory 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ who is Savior and Lord, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Canticle of Praise:  ELW #289, Angels We Have Heard On High 
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Prayer of the Day:    

Let us pray, together: 

Eternal Father, you gave your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be a sign of our salvation. 

Plant in every heart the love of the Savior of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.   “For unto you is born a SAVIOR, 

who is Christ, the Lord” 

 

Please be seated 

 

“For unto you is born a Savior, who is CHRIST, the Lord” 

Lesson: Isaiah 12:2-6 

1You will say on that day: I will give thanks to you, O LORD, for though you were angry with me, 

your anger turned away, and you comforted me. 2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will 

not be afraid, for the LORD GOD is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation.  
 

Response: ELW #283, O Come, All Ye Faithful (refrain only)  
 

 

Lesson: Matthew 1:18-21 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 

disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are 

to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 

  

Carol:  ELW #272, Lo, How A Rose e’er Blooming   
  

“For unto you is born a Savior, who is CHRIST, the Lord” 
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Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-3, 11 
1The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to 

bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and release to the prisoners;  2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of 

vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of 

praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to 

display his glory.  11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it 

to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the 

nations.  

 

Time for Reflection 
 

Response:  ELW #283, O Come, All Ye Faithful (refrain only)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson: John 1:19-23, 29-34 

19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 

him, ‘Who are you?’ 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the 

Messiah.’ 21And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the 

prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 22Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for 

those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ 23He said, ‘I am the voice of one crying out 

in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, as the prophet Isaiah said  

29The next day he saw Jesus coming towards him and declared, ‘Here is the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks 

ahead of me because he was before me.” 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with 

water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.’ 32And John testified, ‘I saw the Spirit 

descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the 

one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and 

remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 34And I myself have seen and have testified 

that this is the Son of God.’ 

  

Carol: ELW #294, In The Bleak Midwinter   
  

“For unto you is born a Savior, who is Christ, the LORD” 
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Lesson: Isaiah 6:1-8 

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of 

his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two 

they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one 

called to another and said: 

‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.’  4The pivots on the 

thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke. 5And I said: 

‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; 

yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!’6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a 

live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth 

with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is 

blotted out.’ 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for 

us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’ 

 

Response:  ELW #283, O Come, All Ye Faithful (refrain only)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson: Luke 1:26-35 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to 

a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name 

was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’29But she 

was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel 

said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will 

be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 

David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no 

end.’ 34Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ 35The angel said to her, ‘The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 

child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 

 

Carol: ELW #279, O Little Town of Bethlehem  

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

Please stand 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father; through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   

Amen. 

 
Please kneel as you are able 

Prayers of Intercession    

Your Response today is:  Your mercy is great. 

Dwelling in the presence of God with us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all in any 

need. 

A brief silence. 

God of wisdom, open our ears to hear your grace through the words and deeds of children. 

Inspire the youngest and oldest in our midst to learn from one another with humility and patience. 

Bless us in our mission to know, live and share your word.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

God of creation, praise to you for hills and mountains, fruit trees and forests, animals wild and 

tame, sea monsters, birds, and reptiles. Spark delight in our hearts for all that you have made. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of hope, call us to peace and bind us together in perfect unity. Make wars to cease. Guide 

the leaders of the nations in your way of wisdom, compassion, and tolerance. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of healing, mend the broken hearts of those who suffer this day. Treasure everyone who 

struggles with addiction, loneliness, hunger, unemployment, mental illness, or sickness.  Today we 

especially pray for:  Ruth Anderson, Barb Althouse, The Raytik Family on the death of Michael’s 

brother, Mike Logue on the death of his sister, Lucinda Reach, Bunchie Crusoe, Kennette 

Anderson, Michelle Shea, John Boyer, Richard Radwick, Julia Adams, Gail Morris, Mereda Senter, 

Hedy Tranchitella,  Susan Scheivert, Sam Horton, Sonny Reeder-Horton,  Dick & Mary Barringer,  

Dick Whiteman, Justin Roland, Judy Rose, Jennifer Jimenez, Kasen Colbach.  Hear us, O God. Your 

mercy is great. 
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God of life, draw us into the body of Christ and make us grow in faith and hope. Fill us with hearts 

of thanksgiving made visible in our words and actions for the sake of the whole world. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 

  

God of delight, fill us with songs of praise and hope even in the midst of despair and death. 

Comfort the grieving.  Strengthen our faith until the day we will be gathered around your throne 

singing in eternal praise. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Ever-living God, you are Alpha and Omega. We thank you for all who sing now in the heavenly 

choir, especially those dear to us. Join our voices with theirs in praise of the Christ child. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Pastor: God of wonder, hear the prayers of your servants as we express our needs in the silence of 

the moment and the privacy of our hearts…………(long silence)……………...Hear us, O God.  Your 

mercy is great. 

 

Pastor:   Trusting in the presence of God by the power of the Holy Spirit, we commend all for 

whom we pray, dwelling in the light and hope of Christ, our Savior. Amen.  

  

Please stand 

Peace    
                                                                                                                      

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.                                              

 
Please be seated 

Offering 

 

Offertory 

   
Please stand 

Offertory Carol:  ELW #296, What Child Is This, vs. 1 & 3 only   

 

Presentation of Gifts  -  Offering Prayer    

Let us pray, together: 

Holy God, your beauty shines forth from the manger and your love flows from the cross. As you 

gather us around these signs of your love come among us, warm us to extend your care among 

the hungry and all in need. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

As we gather to receive the Lord’s Supper, we remember the words Pastor Lynch spoke last 

Sunday that In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   Amen.  

                 

Invitation To Communion 
  

Come to the table where Christ meets you. 

Eat, rejoice, and be glad! 

 

Communion Song:  ELW #487, What Feast of Love 

What feast of love is offered here, where banquet come from heaven? 

What food of everlasting life, what gracious gift is given? 

This, this is Christ the king, the bread come down from heaven. 

O, taste and see and sing! How sweet the manna given! 

Text © Delores Dufner, admin. OCP Publications, Reprinted with permission OneLicense A-721145 

  

 

Please be seated.  Communion will be given via intinction.  Ushers will direct you.   

Communion Music:     
 

Please stand 

Post Communion Blessing 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 

grace.  Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer   

God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. As you have come among 

us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good news of your love. We ask this in the name 

of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling among us now and forever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, 

the eagerness of the shepherds, and the everlasting peace of Jesus  who is Savior, Christ, and 
Lord. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Carol: ELW #290, Go Tell It On The Mountain   

 

Announcements 

 

Dismissal  Now go in peace, to Know, to Live, and to Share God’s Word.  Thanks be to God. 


