
Prelude:    O Little Town of Bethlehem (Forest Green Tune) – arr. Kosche 

  On Christmas Night (Sussex Carol Tune) – arr. Kosche 

  Ding Dong Merrily On High – arr. Carter, Todd Williams-Trombone 

  Still, Still, Still – arr.  Keveren – Adult Choir 

 

Welcome 

 

Please Stand 

Gathering Hymn:   ELW #289, Angels We Have Heard On High 

 

Dialogue    

In snow-capped churches, and on sand-strewn beaches, 

God’s people gather in joy to celebrate a birth. 

With hopes littering our hearts like wrapping paper under a tree, 

We offer our thanks and praise for the gift of grace swaddled in love. 

With eyes wide open like little children, with hearts full of wonder and laughter, 

We join our lives with Mary and Joseph, with the shepherds who ran to tell the good news. 

Prayer of the Day  

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here 

on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of 

his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated 

Solo:  Beth Fisher, Flute - Rejoice and Be Merry, arr. Powell 

 

First Reading   - A reading from Isaiah 62:6-12 

 6Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night they shall never be 

silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest, 7and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem 

and makes it renowned throughout the earth. 8The LORD has sworn by his right hand and by his 

mighty arm: I will not again give your grain to be food for your enemies, and foreigners shall not 

drink the wine for which you have labored; 9but those who garner it shall eat it and praise 

the LORD, and those who gather it shall drink it in my holy courts. 10Go through, go through the 

gates, prepare the way for the people; build up, build up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an 

ensign over the peoples. 11The LORD has proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, 

“See, your salvation comes; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.” 12They shall 

be called, “The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD“; and you shall be called, “Sought Out, 

A City Not Forsaken.” 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Solo:  Heidi Marcelli, Soprano – Better Days, arr. Brouwer 

 

Second Reading  Titus 3:4-7 
 

4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because 

of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the water of 

rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6This Spirit he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our 

Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope 

of eternal life. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 

Gospel Procession:  ELW #283, O Come All Ye Faithful, vs. 1 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold him, born the king of angels; 

 

O come, let us adore him,  

O come let us adore him, 

O come, Let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

            Text:  attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr.  Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1,3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2  Music: attr.  John Francis Wade 

 

Gospel Lesson Luke 2:1-20 
 

The holy Gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord.   

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All 

went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee 

to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 

family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was 

expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn.  8In that region there were shepherds living in the 

fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 

the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, 

"Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is 

born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the 

highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  15When the angels had left 

them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem 

and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, 

they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed 

at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Gospel Recession:   ELW #283, O Come All Ye Faithful, vs. 2 

The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 

born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! 
 

O come, let us adore him,  

O come let us adore him, 

O come, Let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

            Text:  attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr.  Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, sts. 1,3-4; tr. unknown, st. 2  Music: attr.  John Francis Wade 

 

Please be seated 

Sermon 

 

Please stand 

Hymn of the Day:   ELW #282, It Came Upon The Midnight Clear 

 

Please kneel as you are able 

Prayers of Intercession: Your response today is:  Your Mercy is great 
   

 

 

Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are 

in need. 

A brief silence. 

Wonderful counselor, on this holy night your church throughout the world celebrates the Word of 

God being born among us. Endow your church with a zeal for sharing your love and grace with 

all. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

Lord of hosts, the heavens are glad, the earth rejoices, and the trees sing for joy at your coming. 

Grant us wisdom to care for your creation in ways that benefit all of your creatures. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 

Prince of peace, your grace has appeared and brings salvation to all. Bring healing to people 

and nations divided by violence . Direct the leaders of the nations, so that in self-controlled, 

upright, and godly living, they may work toward peace. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Mighty God of mercy, you come among us as a vulnerable infant. Protect all in need: those 

without homes or caregivers, those who grieve, all who are hungry, and all who are ill. Today we 

especially pray for The family of Bernie Tandarich on the death of his brother, Regis; The family of 

Gene Timm, The family of Pete Whiteman, Jim Norton, Gbesaye Gballah, Dave Giatras, Vera 

Rubert, Karen Wendland, Millie Hoffa, Tom Ippolito, Tina Lusby-Anderson, Julia Adams, Sue 

Ericsson, George Siver, Raelynn Priddy, Jim Alderman, George Kristof, Karla Roth, Gail Hilton, Linda 

Adams, Lydia Fresca, Bob McCorkle, Rae Coughlin, Allison Parkinson, Louise Williams, Hedy 

Tranchitella,  Justin Roland, All those affected by addiction, and those we name before your 

now……(brief silence)….. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Gracious God, we praise you for gathering us tonight to worship in holy splendor. Direct our 

worship, fellowship, and service, so that our lives and Christian witness may be pleasing to you. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Everlasting God, your steadfast love never ends. Thank you for revealing your faithfulness and love 

to us through the saints of every time and place. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of wonder, hear the prayers of your servants as we express our needs in the silence of the 

moments and the privacy of our hearts………….(long silence)……………..Hear us, O God.  Your 

mercy is great. 

Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast mercy; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Please stand 

Peace    
 

The peace of the Christ Child be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

Please be seated 

Offering  

 

Offertory:  Christmastime – arr. Martin .  Adult Choir 

 

Please stand 

Offertory Response:  ELW #296, What Child Is This, vs. 3 

 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come peasant king to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby, 

joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 
Text:  William C. Dix, 1837-1898 

 

 

Offering Prayer    

Generous God, you have given us life, this community, and these gifts of the earth that become 

the meal of your grace. Move in our hearts, that we might use your gifts to bring hope and 

blessing wherever we go, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Dialogue of Thanksgiving  
Now, may Bethlehem’s Child bless you! 

And also bless you! 

Now, may the children of God open their hearts. 

We offer them to the One who loves us each and every day. 

Now, may we join in the songs of the angels. 

We join our voices with those of every time and place. 
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Holy, Holy, Holy:   

ELW# 190 
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Words of Institution 
 

As we gather to receive the Christ child, we remember that it was in the night in which he was 

betrayed that our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion  
 

Joy to the World!  The Lord is Come! 

Let every heart receive our Savior! 

 

Hymn:  ELW #267, Joy To The World, vs. 1 & 2 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her king; 

 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

 Let all their songs employ, 

 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

 

Please be seated 

Distribution  (Communion will be by intinction) 

 

Communion Music:    ELW #279, O Little Town of Bethlehem 

     ELW #277, Away In A Manger 
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Please stand 

Post-Communion Blessing 

Candle Lighting 
The Light shines in the darkness, 

And the darkness has not overcome it. 

The Word became flesh and lived among us,  

And we have beheld Christ’s glory. 

To us a child is born. 

To us a Son is given. 

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,  

May the light of Christ’s love fill our hearts with love. 

  
 

Please use safety while lighting your candle.  Adults light candles for children.  Hold the lit 

candle upright and tip the unlit candle towards the lit candle.  Glow sticks & battery 

operated tea lights are available for small children. 

 

Music during lighting:  Silent Night – arr. Keesecker 

       

Music during candles:  ELW #28, “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
 

Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild,  

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;  

glories stream from heaven afar, heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia!   

Christ, the Savior, is born!  Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night!  Son of God, love's pure light  

radiant beams from your holy face, 

with the dawn of redeeming grace,  

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
           Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792-1849; tr. John F. Young, 1820-1885 
 

Benediction  & Sending  

On this holy night, all is calm. 

All is bright. 

Now surrounded by love’s true Light, may the blessing of God the Father, the + Son, and the Holy 

Spirit be upon all and remain with you always 

Amen. 

Now go in peace, for Christ the Savior is born! 

Alleluia!  Christ the Savior is born!  Thanks be to God. 

 

Sending Hymn:  ELW # 270, Hark The Herald Angels Sing 
 

 

 



8 
 

Thank you to everyone who volunteered for the Christmas Eve Service! 
 

  Acolyte:   Abby Dorley 

Bookbearer:    Bob Kuch  

Crucifer:   Michael Popplewell 

Torch Bearers:  Satta Dorley 

    Abby Dorley 

  Lector :    Sandra Wirth     

  Communion Assistants: Sharon Tandarich   

      Sue Durborow 

 

  Hand out candles/glowsticks: Bendu Dorley 

       Judy Dorley 

 

  Ushers:   Bob Haines     

      Allison Radwick 

      Kendall Radwick  

 

Poinsettia’s given in honor of and in memory of: 
Flowers may be taken after the 7:00 pm service. 

Given by: In honor 

Rose Reid Grandchildren: Sydney, Austen, Lindsey, Jacob, Lucas & 

Nate 

Bill & Jo McAdoo Beth & Pete Fisher; Marlea & David McAdoo 

Ali, Emma & Katie Scheivert John & Joanne Carlson 

Karen & Peter White, Liliana Koeberle Joan Merklee 

Lois Pry Grandchildren  

Charlie & Jill Scott, Earl Coover Nieces, Nephews, Grandchildren 

Deborah & Hank Panning Our Children 

Bob & Sandy Haines Grandchildren, RJ, Ava, Jaxon, Hunter, Mason & Dawson 

Bob & Sandy Haines Mother, Kay Althouse 

Margaret & Jon Roth Children & Grandchildren 

Cindy & Bernie Beegle Pastor Susan Lynch 

  Given by: In Memory Of 

Dawn Ford Husband, Herbert S. Ford 

Rose Reid Husband, Jerry Reid 

Rose Reid Parents, H. Joseph & Margaret Krauss 

Rose Reid Sister, Arlene Krauss 

Carol Slody Janet Steen 

Given by: In Memory Of 

Carol Slody James & Evelyn Slody 

Bill & Jo McAdoo Parents, Peg & Bill Baker; Peg & Mac McAdoo 

Rhett Lipscomb Doris Polk 
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Rhett Lipscomb Thom Groff 

Tony, Erin, Alison, Emma & Katie 

Scheivert Tom & Sue Scheivert 

Bernard & Sharon Tandarich Parents, Harold & Lydia Trythall 

Bernard & Sharon Tandarich Parents, George & Mary Tandarich 

Bernard & Sharon Tandarich Benjamin & Alice Nunemaker 

Bernard & Sharon Tandarich Aunts, Uncles, Grandparents 

Karen & Peter White, Liliana Koeberle Jack & Marie O'Dell 

Karen & Peter White, Liliana Koeberle John & Rae Mormando 

Jerry & Mary Lou Rubincam Parents 

Lisa & Glen White Don & Lois McCulley 

Darlene Hoskins Husband, George Hoskins 

Lois Pry Son, Eddie Pry 

Lois Pry Parents, Edward & Margaret Spence 

Nancy Kirchgasser Ann & Leonard Homentowski 

Nancy Kirchgasser Frances & Mark Kirchgasser 

Nancy Kirchgasser Clare Ramsey & Leslie Mooney 

The Dean Family Dean Family loved ones - you are dearly missed! 

The Dean Family Fritzsche Family loved ones - you are dearly missed! 

Charlie & Jill Scott, Earl Coover Helene Coover 

Elinore Zaplitny Walter & Ruth Minker 

Elinore Zaplitny Albert & Rose Hanna 

Sally Breuninger Husband, F. Frederick Breuninger 

Sally Breuninger Grandson, Christopher John Breuninger 

Sally Breuninger Parents, Rev. & Mrs. Howard K. Hilner 

Glenn & Darlene Ford Clarence & Esther Hanna 

Glenn & Darlene Ford Herbert & Anne Ford 

Dolores Kuryloski Husband, Edmund Kuryloski 

Dolores Kuryloski Parents, Clifford & Blanche Myers 

Linda Root George & Mildred Root 

Linda Root Kemp Root 

Connie Jones Bill Jones 

Connie Jones Michael Hayes 

Connie Jones Bud & Mary Lyons 

Connie Jones William  Marguerite Jones 

Barbara Flowers Mr. & Mrs. B. W. Divens 

Barbara Flowers Terry Divens 

Barbara Flowers Kim & Walter Jr. Flowers 

Tony & Betty Lee Genaro Loved Ones 

Muriel Rose Loved Ones 

Judy & Bill Osborne Loved Ones 

Ethel Zevtchin Mike & Mark Zevtchin 

Ethel Zevtchin Joseph & Julia Myers 

Given by: In Memory Of 

Sally Williams-Sammond Dawn & Henry Katch 

Sally Williams-Sammond Karl Katch 

Sally Williams-Sammond George & Bette Sammond 
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Matt & Heidi Marcelli & family Edward & Dorothy Montoro 

Matt & Heidi Marcelli & family Mary Marcelli 

Raymond & Mary Lou Taylor Parents, Mary & Benjamin Simmers 

Raymond & Mary Lou Taylor Parents, Edith & Ralph Taylor 

Deborah & Hank Panning Our Parents 

Bob & Sandy Haines Parents, Jim & Lisa Haines; Jim Althouse 

Jim & Sue Durborow Parents, Peg & Jack Durborow 

Jim & Sue Durborow Parents, Jim & Lisa Haines  

Margaret & Jon Roth Parents 

Cindy & Bernie Beegle Don MacMurray 

Chip & Maureen Breuninger Leo & Pauline Duggan 

Chip & Maureen Breuninger Mary Ellen Wargo 

Chip & Maureen Breuninger Fred Breuninger 

 


