
1 
 

Prelude:  Aria on “Light One Candle” – arr. Burkhardt 

 

Welcome 
 Please fill out the friendship pad in your pew, (please be sure to date the top of the  

 page.) 
 

Please stand 

Call to Worship & Advent Wreath Lighting 

In the rush of the season, 

we forget to look up. 

Stars sparkle in the sky; 

we do not pause to see. 

Weighed down by life’s troubles, 

we lose the wonder of this season. 

How do we reclaim wonder and awe 

as we wait for Christ’s coming? 

 

We light the third candle on our wreath to help us remember to open our hearts to experience 

wonder and awe as we anticipate the coming of the Christ child. 

 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #264, Prepare The Royal Highway 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.  And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray together: 

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, 

transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Canticle of Expectation:  ELW #257, O Come, O Come Emmanuel, vs 5 & 6 

O come, O Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery. 

 

Refrain 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

O Come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 

O Sun of justice, now draw near 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadow put to flight.  Refrain 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. Composite  Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.  Reprinted with permission One License A-721145                                                                                                                               
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Please be seated 

First Reading:   Isaiah 11:1-10 

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The 

spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 

might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness 

he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth 

with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness 

shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6The wolf shall live with 

the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

and a little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 

together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the 

asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9They will not hurt or destroy on 

all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover 

the sea.  

10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of 

him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand 

Gospel Acclamation:  ELW #723, Canticle of the Turning, vs. 1 

My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great, 

and my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait. 

You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and my weakness you did not spurn, 

so from east to west shall my name be blest.   

Could the World be about to turn? 

 

refrain 

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 

Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,  

and the world is about to turn. 

 
Text: Rory Cooney, b, 1952, based on the Magnificat 

Text ©1990 GIA Publications  Reprinted with permission One License A-721145 
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Gospel:  Matthew 1:18-25 
  

The holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 

disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are 

to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had 

been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had 

borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Gospel Response:  ELW #723, Canticle of the Turning, vs. 4 

 
Though the nations rage from…age to age, we remember who holds us fast: 

God’s mercy must deliver us from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 

This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound, 

till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around. 

 

refrain 

My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 

Let the fires of your justice burn. 

Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,  

and the world is about to turn. 

Text:   Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat; Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Reprinted with permission OneLicense A-721145 

 

Prayer before Sermon (sung):  Another World is Not Only Possible, vs, 1& 2 

Another world is not only possible, 

another world is not only possible, 

another world is not only possible. 

She is on her way, she is on her way. 

 

On a quiet day, I can hear her breathing, 

on a quiet day, I can hear her breathing, 

on a quiet day, I can hear her breathing. 

She is on her way, she is on her way. 
 

Text: Arundati Roy; Music: Susan P. Lynch © 2019; Permission granted for non-commercial use in worship.  For other uses please contact the composer at revsplynch@gmail.com 

 
Please be seated 

Sermon 
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Holy Baptism & Affirmation of Baptism by New Members (10:30 am only) 

God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the sacrament 

of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us from sin and death and raises us to new life in 

Jesus Christ. We are united with all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of 

the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world. 

  

Sponsors:  I present Sophia Lynn Chanel Laubenstein for baptism. 

 

The minister addresses the parents:  Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of 

God, do you desire to have Sophia baptized into Christ? 

Parents:  I do 

 

The minister continues:   

As you bring Sophia to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: to live 

with her among God's faithful people, bring her to the word of God and the holy supper, teach 

her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in her hands the holy 

scriptures, and nurture her in faith and prayer, so that Sophia may learn to trust God, proclaim 

Christ through word and  deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for justice 

and peace. 

 

The Minister addresses the parents: 

Do you promise to help Sophia grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents:  I do. 

 

The minister addresses sponsors:  Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Sophia in the Christian faith 

as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in 

communion with the church? 

Sponsors:  I do. 

 

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism: 

You have made public profession of your faith.  Do you intend to continue in the covenant God 

made with you in holy Baptism: 

  to live among God’s faithful people, 

  to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

  to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

  to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

  and to strive for Justice and peace in all the earth? 

 

Candidates:  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 

The assembly stands. 
 

The minister addresses the assembly:  People of God, do you promise to support Sophia & the 

New Members and pray for them in their life in Christ?  We do. 
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Profession of Faith 

The minister addresses the parents, sponsors & new members: 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Parents, Sponsors & New Members:  I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Parents, Sponsors & New Members:  I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Parents, Sponsors & New Members:  I renounce them. 

 

The minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended 

to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

Thanksgiving at the Font 

At the font, the presiding minister begins the thanksgiving: 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 

Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the 

flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from 

slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death 

and raise us up to live in you.   

 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the waters 

of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Baptism 

The minister baptizes the candidate.  

Sophia Lynn Chanel Laubenstein, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 

 

You belong to Christ, in whom you have been baptized.  Alleluia! 

 

Congregation may be seated 
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Clothed with Christ in baptism, the newly baptized may receive a baptismal garment. 

 

The presiding minister continues: 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 

daughter new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life 

 

Laying both hands on the head of the newly baptized, the minister prays: 

Sustain Sophia with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 

presence, both now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the baptized. As the 

sign of the cross is made, the minister says: 

Sophia, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ 

forever.  Amen. 

 

Welcome 

A lighted candle may be given to each of the newly baptized as a representative of the 

congregation says: 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 

heaven. 

 

The ministers, baptismal group & new members face the assembly.  

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share:  join us in giving thanks 

and praise to God  and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 

 

 

Please stand 

Hymn of the Day:  ELW # 240, Light One Candle 

 

Please kneel as you are able 

Prayers of Intercession:   

Keeping awake as we watch for Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need.  

ELW #262, Wait for the Lord 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.   

Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!  

Text: Taize Community Text & music ©1984 Les Presses de Taize, admin GIA Publications, Inc. 

Reprinted with permission One License A-721145 

 

God of promise, your reign has come near. Call your people to the way of repentance and 

inspire your church to bear fruit in the world through acts of faithful service. Bless us in our mission 

to know, live and share your word.  Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of creation, we pray for the wolf and the lamb, the lion and the calf, and all species whose 

lives are intertwined. Repair and preserve ecosystems that all life on earth may be sustained. Lord, 

in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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God of the nations, teach those with power and privilege to serve the vulnerable. Give to all 

leaders wisdom and understanding, counsel and might, and a heart of compassion for the world 

you so love. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of the poor, set tables of abundance in all places where hands are empty, where stomachs 

ache with hunger, and where hearts and minds suffer pain. Feed and heal all who are in need. 

Today we especially pray for….The family of Pete Whiteman, Sharon Tandarich, Jim Norton, Gene 

Timm, Gbesaye Gballah, Dave Giatras, Vera Rubert, Karen Wendland, Millie Hoffa, Tom Ippolito, 

Tina Lusby-Anderson, Julia Adams, Sue Ericsson, George Siver, Raelynn Priddy, Jim Alderman, 

George Kristof, Max Neff, Karla Roth, Gail Hilton, Linda Adams, Lydia Fresca, Bob McCorkle, Rae 

Coughlin, Allison Parkinson, Kent Snell, Louise Williams, Hedy Tranchitella,  Dick Whiteman, Justin 

Roland, all those suffering from addiction and those we name before you now……..(brief 

pause)……Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of hope, renew in your people all joy and peace in believing, especially those facing 

anxiety, depression, or alienation. Guide this community of faith to welcome one another, just as 

Christ has welcomed us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of eternal life, you promise to take away our sin and gather us in your care forever. We give 

thanks for those who now rest from their labors on earth, freed from pain and the power of death. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

ELW #262, Wait for the Lord 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.   

Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!  

Text: Taize Community Text & music ©1984 Les Presses de Taize, admin GIA Publications, Inc. 

Reprinted with permission One License A-721145 

 

 

Here other intercession may be added 

 

God of wonder, hear the prayers of your servant’s as we express our needs in the silence of the 

moment and the privacy of our hearts…………(long silence)…………………..Hear us, O God.  Your 

mercy is great. 

 

You hear the cries of our hearts, O Lord. Fill us with hopeful expectation, that in each day and 

hour we may love and serve our neighbors, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

ELW #262, Wait for the Lord 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.   

Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!  

Text: Taize Community Text & music ©1984 Les Presses de Taize, admin GIA Publications, Inc. 

Reprinted with permission One License A-721145 

 

Please stand 

Peace  
                                                                                                                      

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.                                              

 

Please be seated 

Offering 
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Offertory:   8:00 am:  Lo, How a Rose e’er Blooming – arr. Keesecker 

10:30 am Prepare the Royal Highway – arr. Shaw, Adult Choir 
 

Please stand 

Offertory Response:   ELW #248, People Look East, vs, 3 

Stars, keep the watch.  

When night is dim, one more light the bowl shall brim, 

shining beyond the frosty weather, 

bright as sun and moon together. 

People, look east and sing today.   

Love, the Star, is on the way. 

  
  

       Text: Eleanor Farjeon, 1881-1965; Text ©Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Highman Associates 

Presentation of Gifts  -  Offering Prayer 

Let us pray together: 

 

Giver of every good thing, we set before you the gifts that you have already given to sustain our 

lives and to share with others. Help us to be good stewards of the earth and all that is in it, and let 

our lives be a testimony to the abundant feast you prepare for all who hunger. Amen 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer:   

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will, and Joseph’s trust in your promise. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

the Word made flesh. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

All praise and glory are yours, 

Holy One of Israel, 

Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 

as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 

against us.  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and 

the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen 

      

       

Invitation To Communion 

Come now with joy to Emmanuel’s table. 

We feast at the banquet of hope and love 

. 

Communion:  ELW #247, Come Now O Prince  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
          Reprinted with permission One Licence A-721145 
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Ushers will direct you to the rail. Gluten free wafers are available.   

Distribution          

 

Communion Hymns:  ELW #272, Lo, How A Rose e’er Blooming 

     ELW #266, All Earth is Hopeful   
 

 

Please stand 

Post Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 

grace.  Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

God of abundance, we give you thanks that in this holy meal you have invited us to feast with 

you and one another. May the taste of your love remain with us, and may our words and our work 

in your name invite others into your bountiful grace. Send us from your table to proclaim your 

presence, even as we await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

May God, the Father who gathers us in love,  

lead you in pathways of righteousness and justice. 

 

May God, the Son, who knows us more deeply than we know ourselves,  

lead you in pathways of forgiveness and freedom.  

 

May God, the Spirit who fills us with good things,  

lead you in pathways of equity and abundance.  

 
The blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.  

Amen. 

  

Sending Hymn:   ELW #239, Hark The Glad Sound 

  
Please be seated 
Announcements 

 

Dismissal   
     

Now go in peace, to Know, to Live, and to Share God’s Word.  Thanks be to God. 


