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Prelude:   Noel Nouvelet (Variation 4) – arr. Burkhardt 

 

Welcome 
 Please fill out the friendship pad in your pew, (please be sure to date the top of the  

 page.) 
 

Please stand 

Gathering Hymn:  ELW #300, The First Noel 
 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.  And also with you. 

 

Canticle of Praise: ELW Pg 176, Gloria 

 

Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray together: 

O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by 

faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 
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Please be seated 

First Reading:  Isaiah 60:1-6  

1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 2For darkness 

shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his 

glory will appear over you. 3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your 

dawn. 4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons 

shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 5Then you 

shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea 

shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6A multitude of camels shall 

cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall 

bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 

This is the word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand 

Gospel Acclamation:  ELW Page 179 
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Gospel:   Matthew 2:1-12 

The holy Gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, 

he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In 

Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

  7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the 

star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 

child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 

homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they 

saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they 

saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening 

their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.   

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

Please be seated 

Sermon 

Please stand 

Hymn of the Day: We Three Kings 

 
1 We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

 field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 

 

Refrain 

 Oh, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright; 

 westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light! 

 

2 Born a king on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again; 

 king forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.  Refrain 

 

3 Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a deity nigh; 

 prayer and praising, gladly raising, worshiping God Most High.  Refrain 

 

4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom;  

 sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb.  Refrain 

 

5 Glorious now behold him arise, King and God and Sacrifice; 

 heav’n sings alleluia: alleluia the earth replies.  Refrain 
Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891, alt. 
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 Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father; through him all things were made. 

 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.   

Amen. 

 

Please kneel as you are able 

Prayers of Intercession:   

Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who are 

in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, continue to provide dedicated leaders and passionate people for your church, so 

that wisdom and compassion in all its rich variety may be made known throughout the world. 

Bless us in our mission to know, live and share your word.  Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Creating God, your glory shines around us in every star, creature, and person. Liberate us from the 

ways we destroy your creation. Free us to care for the earth so that all experience your bountiful 

goodness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Give your justice to the leaders of the world, O God. Endow them with humble courage to 

defend the cause of the poor and give deliverance to those in need, so that peace abounds in 

all countries. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

By the guidance of a star, you led the magi to pay homage to the Christ child. Protect new 

families, those who live alone, travelers, those who suffer loss, and all others in need.  Today we 

especially pray for ... Gbesaye Gballah, Dave Giatras, Vera Rubert, Karen Wendland, Millie Hoffa, 

Tom Ippolito, Tina Lusby-Anderson, Julia Adams, Sue Ericsson, George Siver, Raelynn Priddy, Jim 

Alderman, George Kristof, Karla Roth, Gail Hilton, Linda Adams, Lydia Fresca, Bob McCorkle, Rae 

Coughlin, Allison Parkinson, Louise Williams, Hedy Tranchitella,  Justin Rolandall those affected by 

addiction and those we name before you now…..(brief pause)….. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is 

great. 

Ever-present One, in Christ Jesus we boldly come before you in worship. Nurture and encourage 

all who gather for worship, those who serve in worship leadership roles, and all who participate in 

the work of this faith community. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
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Generous God, throughout time you have given us people who have shown us the gift of your 

grace. Inspire us by their faithfulness to serve you and all your people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy 

is great. 

 

God of wonder, hear the prayers of your servant’s as we express our needs in the silence of the 

moment and the privacy of our hearts…………(long silence)…………………..Hear us, O God.  Your 

mercy is great. 

  

Into your gracious hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your steadfast mercy; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Please stand 

Peace  
                                                                                                                      

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.                                              

 

Please be seated 

Offering 

 

Offertory:   Noel Nouvelet (Variation 3- Pastorale) – arr.  Burkhardt 

  
Please stand 

Offertory Response:    ELW #296, What Child Is This, vs. 3 

 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come peasant king to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby, 

joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 
Text:  William C. Dix, 1837-1898 

 

Presentation of Gifts  -  Offering Prayer 

Let us pray together: 

 

Generous God, you have given us life, this community, and these gifts of the earth that become 

the meal of your grace. Move in our hearts, that we might use your gifts to bring hope and 

blessing wherever we go, through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Proper Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy:  

ELW Page 181 
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Words of Institution  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

  

Lord's Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   Amen.           

                       

Invitation To Communion 

Love has come: God’s love for all people.  

Come and eat, for Christ invites you. 

 

Communion Song:   

ELW Pg. 182 
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Please be seated, ushers will direct you to the railing.  Gluten free wafers are available.  

Please ask your communion assistant. 

Distribution          

 

Communion Music:  Noel Nouvelet (theme & variations 1 & 2) – arr .Burkhardt 

            
Please stand 

Post Communion Blessing 
 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s 

grace.  Amen. 

 

Post Communion Prayer 

Emmanuel, God with us, you grace us with life and breath and give us bread for the journey. 

Send us out in service to this world that you love, telling the amazing news of your coming 

to be Savior and Lord of all. Amen. 

 

 Benediction 
 

Grace from God’s own heart, peace from the ☩ Child in the manger and strength from the Spirit 

of life be blessings for you today and forever. Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn:   ELW #288, Good Christian Friends Rejoice 

  
Please be seated 
Announcements 

 

Dismissal   
     

Now go in peace, to Know, to Live, and to Share God’s Word.  Thanks be to God. 


